UBRARY 


SALTBURN  &  MARSKE-BY-THE-SEA 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


1950 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


by  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

H.  PATTINSDN,  M.B.,  Gh.B.,  D.P.H. 


and  the 


Sanitary  Inspector 

N.  R.  DARLING,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


F.  A.  ROWNTREE,  PRINTER.  M  A  RS  KE  -  B  Y -S  E  A ;  YKS 


INDEX 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Vital  Statistics;  Table  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  and 

Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases;  Table  II  5 

Infant  Deaths ;  Table  III  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Deaths  from  All  Causes;  Table  IV  ...  ...  ...  7 

Commentary  on  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  9 

Immunisations  against  Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  ] 950  ...  ...  ...  10 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  &  12 

Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Clinic  Facilities  in  the  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  to  27 


V 


’■i 


7?\ 


i 


V  <  i 


U 


;;v 


ir.  ^  :f'-, 

:  s  i-‘'.  .  I}'.  K\ 

A 

V  . 

r  ■'  :  ‘ 


♦  Sr 

i,<  j 


;;r 


■  •*i  ’ 


•i. 


f 

h 


♦♦t' 


r-<' 


!fV. 


••..VJiI? 


Public  Health  Department, 

“  Teeswold,” 

Coatham  Road, 

REDCAR 


SALTBURN  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Saltburn  and  Marske  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  1950  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council  suffered 
a  great  loss  in  the  untimely  death  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  late  Dr. 
N.  M.  Macdonald,  during  the  month  of  May.  The  tragic  suddenness  of  his  death 
IS  all  the  more  deplorable  in  that,  after  only  three  years  in  the  area,  his  influence 
was  already  strong  and  he  had  already  built  up  the  congenial  relationships  with 
all  classes  and  agencies  which  are  so  essential  in  efforts  to  improve  communal 
health  and  social  conditions. 

From  May  to  December,  Dr.  M.  D.  Cairns,  Assistant  County  and  School 
Medical  Officer,  acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  over  and  above  her  ordinary 
duties,  and  this  service  was  of  the  utmost  value  in  preserving  continuity  of  the 
work  and  policy  of  the  Department  until  I  took  up  my  duties  on  the  1st  December 
1950. 

In  these  rather  difficult  circumstances,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  help  and 
consideration  I  have  received  from  Dr.  Walshaw,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  from  all  the  members  of  that  Committee.  I  am  indebted  to  all 
officers  of  the  Cou'ncil  for  their  co-operation  and  advice,  but  especially  to  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Darling,  whose  report  follows  mine.  His  advice 
and  ready  help  have  been  invaluable. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,082 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-1950)  ...  8,262 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  2,457 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £55,712 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £220 


TABLE  I 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

...  69 

...  66 

...  3 

Female 

79 

77 

2 

Total 

148 — Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

143 

5 

17.9 

Still  Births 
Legitimate 

...  Nil 

3 

3 — Rate  per  1,000  (live 

Illegitimate 

...  Nil 

Nil 

and  still)  births 

Nil 

20 

Deaths 

...  59 

68 

127 — Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

population 

15.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 
1  year 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 
1  year 

Deaths  from  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
under  2  years  of  age... 

Notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 


1  —  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 
9  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

9  — •  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Nil  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

1  —  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

1  —  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

4 


6.6 

60.8 

60.8 

Nil 

6.8 

6.6 


TABLE  II 


BIRTH-RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1950. 


Saltburn 

and 

Marske 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Rates  per 

1,000  of  the  Population. 

Births 

Live  Births  ...  * 

19.15 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  Births 

0.36 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths 

All  causes  ...  * 

13.6 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid 
(Enteric  Fever)  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Whooping  Cough 

0.12 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 

Polioencephalitis) 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Notifications 

Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
(Meningitis)  0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0.97 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough 

6.44 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas 

0.12 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Measles 

13.31 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

Pneumonia 

0.24 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 

Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.12 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

No.n-paralytic 

0.00 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  Poisoning 

0.00 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

'Corrected  Birth  and 

Death  Rates. 

1'!  Mirr 
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TABLE  III 


INFANT  DEATHS  h;.'I 

•  ■  '-i' 


Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

Saltburn 

and 

Marske 

Deaths 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

143 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000-50.000 
at  1931 
Census) 

London 
Co untv 
Adminis¬ 
trative 

All  causes  under 

1  year  ...  60.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

29.8 

33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

under  2  years  6.8 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

5 


TABLE  IV 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasan,,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male  Female 
3  1 


1 


3 


5 


2 

5 


4 

12 

4 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


5 

1 

1 

1 


10 

7 

21 

3 

3 

2 


1 

2 

7 


All  causes 


59  68 
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COMMENTARY  ON  STATISTICS 


Both  Birth  and  Death  rates  remained  substantially  higher  than  the  average 
over  the  country. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  double  that  which  was  experienced  in  the 
country  as  a  whole.  In  a  single  year  this  would  not  be  remarkable  owing  to  the 
comparatively  small  numbers  involved,  but  a  similar  figure  has  occurred  in  this 
district  for  the  last  three  years  and  must  give  rise  to  some  concern.  In  the  present 
state  of  our  knowledge  some  of  these  deaths  could  be  considered  unavoidable,  but 
ir  a  minority  had  been  prevented  the  figures  would  have  approximated  more  closely 
to  those  achieved  elsewhere.  The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  2 

Birth  Injury  ...  ...  ...  2 

Atelectasis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  1 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  1 


Prevention  is  of  concern  to  parents,  general  practitioners,  hospitals,  and 
the  health  staff  of  local  authorities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  continued  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  all  concerned,  better  results  will  be  obtained  in  the  future.  In  particular 
I  would  appeal  to  parents  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  shield  infants  from 
exposure  to  any  infection  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Breast  feeding  may  save  a  child  from  the  risk  of  contracting  gastro-enteritis, 
but  if  artificial  feeding  is  of  necessity  adopted,  scrupulous  cleanliness  should  be 
the  overriding  consideration  at  every  feed.  Many  parents  being  well  aware  of  the 
dangers  of  contaminating  infant  feeds  take  every  precaution  and  yet  allow  their 
babies  free  contact  with  a  variety  of  respiratory  diseases. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  poor  housing  conditions  may  make  a  mockery 
of  the  best  preventive  advice,  but  even  in  such  poor  circumstances  much  more 
could  be  done  to  protect  infants  from  infection  during  their  first  year  of  life  when 
the  consequences  may  be  so  deadly. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populat 

8262 

8061 

7960 

7404 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

3 

30 

22 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

...  110 

74 

21 

77 

Whooping  Cough 

53 

0 

2 

20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

1 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

9 

7 

4 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

There  were  no  deaths  from  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough. 


Immunisations  against  Diphtheria 


Full  course 

Reinforcing  dose 

1950 

134 

105 

1949 

114 

155 

1948 

146 

97 

1947 

88 

44 

Total 

239 

269 

243 

132 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1950 


Male  Age  Groups 

Female  Age  Groups 

0- 

10- 

20- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

60 

total 

0- 

10- 

20- 

30- 

40- 

60- 

60 

total 

3 

— ■ 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

10 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

10  Pulmonary.  3  Non-pulmonary. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Over  85  per  cent  of  notifications  received  were  in  respect  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  The  latter  disease  merits  greater  respect  than  it  sometimes  receives 
from  parents.  Too  often  is  the  tell-tale  whoop  heard  in  public  places  and  on 
public  transport  which  shows  the  lack  of  pubhc  spirit  in  the  parents  con:erned. 
The  prevention  of  whooping  cough  by  inoculation  is  still  not  completely  effective, 
but  the  latest  vaccines  appear  to  be  more  promising  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
further  progress  in  this  field  will  eventually  lead  to  the  production  of  a  prophylactic 
as  efficient  as  diphtheria  toxoid. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  for  the  second  year  running  ;  this  is 
indeed  a  welcome  fact  and  I  should  like  to  think  that  this  disease  had  been  ban¬ 
ished  from  the  area  permanently.  This  however  will  be  unlikely  to  occur  unless 
inore  than  75  per  cent  of  the  children  are  protected  by  immunisation.  At  the 
present  time  the  figure  is  estimated  to  be  55  per  cent. 

The  following  appear  to  be  the  chief  reasons  for  failure  to  obtain  this  pro¬ 
tection  which  has  been  proved  safe  and  effective  over  many  years: — 

(I)  Apathy. 

(II)  Actual  objection. 

(Ill)  Fear  of  poliomyelitis. 

(I)  Apathy  is  ever  with  us,  and  continued  efforts  must  be  made  by  all 
health  department  personnel  to  encourage  and  persuade  the  apathetic  to  take  notice 
and  take  the  trouble  to  attend  at  the  doctor’s  surgery  or  at  the  clinic. 

(II)  Actual  objection  to  immunisation  is  usually  based  on  fear  and  pre¬ 
judice,  although  sheer  ignorance  is  often  partly  to  blame.  The  following  replies 
illustrate  the  attitudes  sometimes  adopted:  “My  eldest  child  was  immunised  and 
it  did  not  stop  her  getting  measles’’  ;  “I  will  get  him  done  if  there  is  an  epidemic’’; 
“His  father  says  he  had  quite  enough  of  that  in  the  Army  and  he  is  not  going 
to  have  his  child  touched.’’  This  last  example  is  interesting  and  not  uncommon. 
Father  often  gets  the  blame  for  the  refusal.  In  some  cases  this  is  merely  shifting 
the  responsibility  but  my  impression  is  that  it  usually  is  the  father  who  does 
object  and  he  usually  bases  his  objections  on  his  alleged  sufferings  in  the  Forces, 
so  come  on.  Father  !  You  are  still  here  despite  all  your  sufferings,  but  in  1950 
in  England  and  Wales  980  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  and  of  these  over  50  died. 

(III)  Fear  of  poliomyelitis  developing  at  the  site  of  innoculation  has  fol¬ 
lowed  a  number  of  published  reports  of  such  cases  occurring  in  different  localities. 
The  facts  are  still  uncertain,  but  at  the  worst  nobody  has  suggested  that  immunisa¬ 
tion  need  be  stopped  unless  there  is  a  severe  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  area 
at  the  time.  Such  epidemic  periods  rarely  exceed  three  months  in  duration  so  that 
this  objection,  though  understandable,  is  not  generally  valid.  It  should  be  em¬ 
phasized  that  diphtheria  in  an  unprotected  child  is  quite  as  serious  a  disease  as 
poliomyelitis. 

I  have  discussed  this  question  at  some  length  this  year,  as  it  has  been 
noticed  that  there  is  a  slight  but  perceptible  decline  in  the  public  awareness  of 
the  continued  necessity  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  has  been  a  marked  increase  of  notifications  and  there  is  no  room 
for  complacency  regarding  this  disease.  It  is  possible  that  during  the  next  decade 
preventive  measures  may  be  strengthened  by  the  widespread  and  successful  use  of 
B.C.G.  Vaccination,  but  in  the  meantime  the  sheet  anchors  of  prevention  such  as 
good  housing,  proper  nutrition,  and  the  control  of  infectious  cases  and  contacts 
must  continue  unabated. 

In  this  respect  the  Council  have  at  all  times  been  most  sympathetic  in 
dealing  with  housing  applications  from  tuberculous  persons. 

Early  diagnosis  by  Mass  Radiography  and  the  more  efficient  treatment  now 
available  are  welcome  factors  in  the  promotion  of  cure  in  those  already  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 

ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  Our  knowledge  of  the  epidem¬ 
iology  of  this  disease  is  still  woefully  inadequate.  Such  preventive  measures 
as  are  thought  likely  to  be  of  benefit  must  always  be  balanced  against  the  causa¬ 
tion  of  undue  panic  among  the  people  at  large. 


INFESTATION 


RINGWORM.  This  disease  is  still  fairly  common  in  Saltburn,  although 
there  has  been  a  welcome  decline  in  new  cases  during  the  past  years. 

The  long  duration  of  some  infections  makes  the  prevention  of  spread  very 
difficult. 

Special  inspections  continued  in  the  schools  and  this  measure  proved  useful 
in  detecting  early  cases.  Continued  co-operation  from  hairdressers  is  essential  to 
the  eradication  of  this  disease,  and  all  parents  should  be  encouraged  to  patronize 
reputable  barbers  who  are  aware  of  the  danger  of  spreading  this  disease  and  take 
adequate  precautions. 

PEDICULOSIS.  This  condition  is  still  prevalent  among  children  whose 
parents  lack  a  sense  of  responsibility  towards  them.  Any  child,  however  well 
looked  after,  might  become  infested,  but  no  conscientious  parent,  unless  blind, 
can  fail  to  notice  the  condition  and  remedy  it  in  the  early  stages  with  the  minimum 
of  labour. 

SCABIES.  This  condition  is  now  a  rarity  in  this  district. 
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CLINIC  FACILITIES  IN  THE  AREA 


ANTENATAL  CLINICS  : 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Third  Friday  in  month  at  10-0  a.m. 

CHILD  WELFARE  SESSIONS  : 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Alternate  Mondays,  at  2-0  p.m.,  and 

Cromwell  Hall,  Pearl  Street,  Saltburn.  Alternate  Wednesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 

MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS  : 

Cromwell  Hall,  Pearl  Street,  Saltburn.  Every  Wednesday  at  9-30  a.m. 
IMMUNISATION  SESSIONS  : 

Cromwell  Hall,  Pearl  Street,  Saltburn.  Every  Wednesday  at  10-0  a.m., 
and  alternate  Wednesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 

Marske  Church  Hall.  Third  Friday  in  month  at  2-0  p.m. 

Specialist  Ophthalmic  sessions  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  5  Turner  Street, 
Redcar.  Saltburn  and  Marske  children  attend  by  appointment  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  at  Redcar. 

Dental  Sessions  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  5  Turner  Street,  Redcar. 
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HOUSING 


Saltburn 

Marske 

New  Marske 

Permanent  houses  completed  in  1950 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ... 

(b)  by  Private  Builders... 

9  (24) 

2  (5) 

56  (59) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Temporary  houses  completed  in  1950 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Permanent  houses  under  construction 

at  31.12.50 

(a)  by  Loaal  Authority  ... 

(b)  by  Private  Builders... 

9  (6) 

1  (3) 

4  (40) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Temporary  houses  under  construction 
at  31.12.50 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Total  ... 

21  (38) 

60  (99) 

-  (-) 

The  above  table  gives  the  figures  for  1950,  and  in  brackets  beside  them, 
those  for  1949. 


HOUSING 

This,  still  remains  a  problem.  The  position  of  Saltburn  and  Marske  on 
the  fringe  of  an  industrial  area  makes  it  difficult  to  prophecy  how  many  houses 
will  be  needed  in  the  future,  but  there  are  still  at  the  present  time  a  large  number 
of  people  who  are  living  in  poor  conditions. 

With  the  limited  number  of  new  houses  available  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  achieve  a  just  balance  between  those  applicants  who  are  living  with  relations 
in  good  but  overcrowded  homes  and  those  who  are  living  in  insanitary  property 
which  is  beyond  efficient  repair. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Cleveland  Water  Co.  has  been 
consistently  good  over  the  past  year.  No  shortage  was  experienced  due  to  the 
high  summer  rainfall. 

In  abnormally  dry  summers  shortage  of  water  is  almost  inevitable,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Scaling  Dam  scheme  will  be  in  full  operation  before 
the  next  drought  occurs. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 

by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

34 

76 

10 

TOTAL 

34 

76 

to 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

5 

5 

(b)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

10 

10 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111 


Section  110. 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  outworkers 

in  August  list 

(1) 

required  by  Sect. 

no  (1)  (c) 

(3) 

Wearing  apparel,  Making,  etc. 

1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  Year  1950 


N.  R.  DARLING,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

CERTIFICATED  MEAT  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saltburn  and  Marske-by-the-Sea  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  district,  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

Included  in  my  duties  is  that  of  Housing  Manager,  to  interview  prospective 
tenants  and  to  keep  all  records  of  applicants  and  inspect  living  conditions. 

The  Council  decided  during  the  year  that  it  was  necessary  to  employ  a  full 
time  shorthand-typist/ clerk  in  the  Sanitary  Departmerit. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  cafes,  restaurant  kitchens  and  other 
premises  and  various  commodities  were  examined  for  fitness  for  human  consump¬ 
tion.  These  premises  were  also  examined  for  fitness  for  use  for  the  preparation 
of  food  and  as  to  their  compliance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  total  weight  of  food  stuffs  condemned,  excluding  eggs,  was  529  lbs. 
and  comprised  the  following  articles  : — 

Home  and  Imported  Meat  ...  194  lbs. 

Bacon  Pigs  ...  ...  ...  266  lbs. 

Tinned  Foods  ...  ...  ...  68|  lbs. 

Hen  Eggs  ...  ...  8  7/12  dozen. 

Duck  Eggs  ...  ...  18|  dozen. 


MILK  SUPPLIES  AND  DELIVERY  OF  MILK 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regards  to  the  delivery 
of  milk  as  the  majority  of  the  supplies  are  in  bottles. 

The  five  dairies  distributing  milk  in  the  district  are  satisfactory. 

The  following  dairies  and  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Dairies  ...  ...  5 

Distributors  ...  3 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (PASTEURISED  MILK) 

REGULATIONS,  1949 

There  are  6  registered  distributors  under  the  above  regulations. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (RAW  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1949 

There  are  5  registered  distributors  under  the  above  regulations. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Byelaws  for  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  the  sale  of 
food  in  the  open  air  were  adopted  by  the  Council  and  were  confirjne|d  by  the 
Mkiistry  of  Food  on  the  23rd  May,  1950.  A  copy  of  the  byelaws  has  been  sent 
to  every  business  premises  engaged  in  the  handling,  wrapping  or  delivery  of  food 
in  the  area. 

Registration  certificates  have  been  granted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  the  manufacture,  and  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  the  manufacture  of 
Pickled,  Pressed  or  Preserved  Food  and  Sausage. 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Manufacture  of  Pickled,  Pressed  or  Preserved  Food  and 

Sausage,  including  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  16 

One  application  was  made  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  refused  on  the 
grounds  that  the  premises  were  not  suitable. 


MEAT  SUPPLIES 

No  animals  other  than  bacon  pigs  have  been  slaughtered  in  the  area.  The 
whole  of  the  meat  supplies  are  received  via  Middlesbrough  and  Redcar  allocation 
depots. 

A  number  of  bacon  pigs  slaughtered  in  the  area  were  examined. 

The  carcase  and  organs  of  one  pig  were  surrendered  by  the  owner,  these 
being  affected  by  generalised  tuberculosis. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

All  pigs  which  the  slaughtered  by  the  pig  keepers  for  the  purpose  of  making 
bacon  are  stunned  by  means  of  captive  bolt  pistols. 


SHELLFISH 

An  order  has  been  made  under  the  Shellfish  Regulations  prohibiting  the 
collection  of  shellfish  on  the  foreshore  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

Notices  are  displayed  warning  people  that  the  shellfish  are  contaminated  and 
should  not  be  used  for  human  consumption. 


FACTORY  ACT,  1937 

34  premises  on  the  register  were  visited  and  10  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  breaches  of  the  Act. 

There  are  two  underground  bakehouses  in  the  area. 

One  outworker  is  employed  in  the  area. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  2,135  inspections  made  during 


the  twelve  months  under  review  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2135 

Total  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  found  ...  ...  433 

Total  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  abated  ...  ...  418 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  172 

Total  number  of  Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  169 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  3 


SANITARY  WORKS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 


Leaking  roofs  ... 

Defective  eavesgutters 
Defective  downpipes 
Damp  walls 
Defective  floors 
Insanitary  kitchen  sinks  ... 

Defective  privy  pails 
Defective  ashbins 
Dirty  houses 

Defective  W.C.  basins  ... 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  ... 

Defective  W.C.  door 

Absence  of  sufficient  water  supply  to  house 
Defective  plaster  and  ceilings 
Choked  drains  ... 

Defective  drains 

Absence  of  and  defective  manholes 
Absence  of  sink  and  drains 
Perished  pointing 

Defective  brickwork  and  outbuildings 
Defective  yard  paving 
Accumulation  of  refuse  and  manure 
Insufficient  ventilation 
Defective  woodwork 
Dilapidated  outbuildings 
Defective  urinals 

Breach  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
Breach  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ••• 

Breach  of  Factory  Act  ... 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation... 
Defective  kitchen  ranges... 

Absence  of  bathrooms  ... 

Defective  chimneys  and  flues 

Defective  doors 

Defective  chimney  pots  ... 

Defective  fireplaces 
Broken  wdndows 


30 

18 

8 

36 

16 

o 

O 

21 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

23 

9 

5 

3 

22 

25 

8 

8 

20 

7 
1 

8 
2 
1 

11 
•  13 

10 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 
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Defective  sashcords  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  21 

Untrapped  waste  pipe  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  boiler  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  natural  lighting  ...  ...  2 

To  provide  hot  water  supplies  ...  ...  3 

Camp  buildings  unfit  for  habitation  ...  8 

Nuisances  from  pigeon  keeping  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  electric  fitting  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pail  closets  removed  ...  ...  ...  23 

Nuisance  from  pig  keeping  ...  ...  1 

Overflowing  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infestation  of  bugs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Breaches  of  Camping  Site  Regulations  ...  4 

Urinating  in  streets  ...  ...  ...  1 


433 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 

Number  of  infected  houses  visited  ...  10 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  classrooms  disinfected  ...  — 


DISINFESTATION 

One  case  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  was  notified.  The  premises  were  treated 
with  D.D.T.  and  the  infestation  was  abated. 

DRAINAGE  WORK 

23  water  closets  were  provided  in  Marske  by  the  owners  in  replacements  of 
pail  closets  and  a  grant  of  £7/10/-  was  paid  by  the  Council  towards  the  cost 
of  each  water  closet. 

The  Council  agreed  to  provide  a  sewer  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Zetland 
Estates  Co.,  the  British  Railway  Executive,  and  the  Council  at  Cat  Flat  so  that 
water  closets  could  be  provided  at  the  four  cottages. 


TABLE  OF  DRAINAGE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 


Yards  of  new  drains  laid 

...  317 

Soil  pipe  renewed 

...  24 

Manholes  provided 

...  22 

W.C.  basins  provided  ... 

...  24 

Gullies  provided 

...  36 

Sinks  provided 

...  27 

Privy  pail  closets  removed 

...  23 

Water  tests  to  drains  ... 

...  61 
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PUBLIC  HOUSES 


Visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises  in  the  area,  a<id  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion,  washing  facilities,  cellars,  pipe  lines,  glasses,  etc.,  inspected. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

There  are  two  camping  sites  licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  These  have  been  visited  regularly  and  the  licensees  interviewed  with 
a  view  to  bringing  the  sites  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Regulations  adopted 
by  the  Council. 

Both  licensed  sites  failed  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work  and  this  was 
reported  to  the  Council  for  proceedings  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  Counsel’s  opinion  was  obtained  as  to  whether  the  licences  could  be 
cancelled.  The  Counsel’s  opinion  was  that  this  could  be  done  and  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  sites  was  served  wdth  a  notice  stating  that  his  licence  had  been  can¬ 
celled  and  that  the  Council  were  prepared  to  grant  a  further  licence  subject  to  him 
complying  with  the  Regulations  for  camping  sites. 

The  licensee  of  the  other  site  removed  the  caravans  voluntarily. 

The  Council  have  opened  a  Municipal  site  under  Section  4  of  the  Physical 
Training  and  Recreation  Act,  1937.  This  was  laid  out  in  accordance  with  the 
camping  site  Regulations  and  during  its  first  season  was  well  used.  It  is  hoped 
tc  extend  this  site  for  the  next  season. 


SHOPS  ACT— SANITARY  AND  WASHING  ACCOMMODATION 

Shop  premises  were  visited  with  regard  to  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation 
and  in  two  cases  premises  were  found  without  proper  washing  facilities.  These 
were  provided  after  service  of  notices. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

A  full  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed.  The  whole  of  the  district  is  cov¬ 
ered  by  routine  inspection  and  survey  is  carried  out  at  frequent  intervals. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  385  infestations  were  notified  and  discovered.  Of 
these,  116  were  premises  with  infestations  of  mice  and  in  only  3  cases  were  sufficient 
number  of  rats  found  as  to  class  them  as  major  infestations,  i.e.  20  rats  and  over. 

The  employment  of  a  Rodent  Operator  on  a  full  time  basis  has  justified  itself 
by  the  low  incidence  of  rats  in  the  area.  The  Occupiers  of  properties  have  co¬ 
operated  fully  in  notifying  immediately  any  rats  or  mice  which  have  been  seen. 

2  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Evidence  of  rats  was 
found  in  the  sewers  in  52  and  37  manholes  'fi  the  first  and  second  treatments 
respectively. 


SECTION  154  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

A  rag  and  bone  dealer  was  found  exchanging  gold  fish  for  rags  to  children 
under  the  age  of  14  years.  Authority  w'as  given  by  the  Council  and  proceedings 
were  taken.  A  conviction  was  obtained  and  the  dealer  fined  10/-  and  costs. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  become  members  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society  and  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  Oi  the 
Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Committee. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  Council  that  two  gauges  should  be  purchased  from  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  These  were  received  in  October 
and  were  sited  at  sites  selected  in  consultation  with  a  representative  from  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  One  was  placed  at  the  Police 
Station,  Saltburn  after  permission  had  been  granted  by  the  Chief  Constable,  and 
the  second  at  “Ivy  House,”  Marske,  by  the  consent  of  the  occupier.  Dr.  P.  A. 
Walshaw.  It  is  appreciated  that  these  gauges  are  in  protected  posts,  as  it  avoids 
any  interference  or  damage  to  the  equipment. 

Each  gauge  consists  of  a  glass  receiving  bowl  mounted  on  a  metal  frame 
and  discharges  by  means  of  a  pipe  into  a  glass  container.  The  dust,  grit  and 
rainwater  which  falls  during  each  month  is  collected  in  the  glass  container  and 
is  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  monthly  and  a  short  analysis  is  obtained. 

It  was  felt  by  the  Council  that  the  installation  of  these  gauges  was  necessary 
owing  to  the  heavy  industrial  development  which  is  taking  place  on  the  boundaries 
of  the  Urban  area. 

The  results  of  two  months  readings  of  the  gauges  is  appended. 


SALTBURN 


PH  Value 

Undissolved  Matter 
(Tons/sq.  Ml  ) 

Dissolved  Matter 
(Tons/sq.  Ml.) 

Total  Solids 
(Tons/sq.  Ml.) 

Rainfall 
(in  inches) 

November 

6,9 

6.84 

16,89 

23.73 

5  02 

December 

7.0 

7.37 

17.23 

24  60 

3  26 

Average 

6.9 

7.10 

17.06 

24.16 

4.13 

MARSKE 


PH  Value 

Undissolved  Matter 
(Tons/sq.  Ml.) 

Dissolved  Matter 
(Tons/sq.  Ml.) 

Total  Solids 
(Tons/sq. Ml.) 

Rainfall 
(in  inches) 

November 

6.9 

3.35 

15.89 

19.24 

4.7-z 

December 

6  9 

3,85 

18.47 

22.32 

3.03 

Average 

6.9 

3.60 

17.18 

20.78 

3.87 
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SQUATTERS’  CAMP,  LONGBECK  ESTATE,  MARSKE 

At  the  year  ending  December,  1950  there  were  47  families  living  in  this  ex- 
Army  Camp,  consisting  of  161  persons.  This  shows  a  reduction  on  the  previous 
year  of  15  families. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  these  huts  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition 
and  are  well  maintained.  A  number  of  huts  were  closed  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  Council  allocated  39  houses  to  tenants. 

Houses  are  allocated  on  a  points  scheme  basis,  points  being  given  for  the 
number  in  the  ramily,  war  service,  overcrowding,  tenancy  not  covered  by  the  Rc/it 
Restrictions  Act,  ill  health,  local  residence,  etc.  The  points  scheme  is  used  to 
bring  the  applicants  into  groups  and  these  are  then  considered  individually  by 
the  Housing  Sub-Committee.  A  check  is  made  on  the  information  supplied  by 
the  applicants  selected  by  the  Housing  Committee.  Tenants  are  selected  in 
advance  of  the  completion  of  the  houses  so  that  they  can  make  full  preparation 
for  moving. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  372  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing 
register.  This  is  an  increase  of  46  on  the  previous  year’s  total. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1950 

(a)  Council  ...  ...  65 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  2 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  47 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  170 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  47 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  work  is  in  progress  but  not  yet 

complete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  notices,  in  course  of  preparation  (not  yet  served)  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ; 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  dcxault  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D. — -Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Overcrowding  ; — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Not 

Available 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  11 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  41 

(d)  Particulars  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

May  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  Councillors  for  their  encouragement  and  support  and  to 
the  officials  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  N.  M.  MacDonald,  died  during  the  year  and 
I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  great  help  and  encouragement  that  he  gave  me 
during  the  short  period  he  was  with  this  Authority.  During  the  remainder  of  the 
year  Dr.  M.  D.  Cairns  acted  as  Medical  Officer  and  I  would  like  to  thank  her 
for  her  help  and  guidance. 

I  am. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  R.  DARLING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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